Golden Works
This exhibition presents artworks ranging from icons to installations, with no limits as to time or style.  This is a conceptual look at the material and spiritual properties of gold.  The artworks are divided up into groups – Golden Calf, Victim, Power and Eras, Dreams of Fortune, Sun, Light, Love, Endless Space and Alchemy.  The presence of gold in these artworks can be directly visible or simply of an indirect meaning.  The oldest exhibit is a 16th century icon, while the latest artworks were created in 2010 specifically for this exhibition.  The exhibition challenges the viewer to look at links in terms of the context of the artworks.  Please read the story about the exhibition, which is based on the motif of donations.  The Latin word aurum translates poetically – the sparkling dawn.  When it comes to the symbolic and conceptual meaning of gold, the human psychology receives it as something far broader than just the chemical element of Au.

The idea for this exhibition is based on a documentary film called “Latvian Gold.”
  The history of gold in Latvia has to do with donations from the people of Latvia.  Our grandmothers and great-grandmothers donated jewellery and other precious items to serve as the origin of the Bank of Latvia’s gold reserves.  Soon after the proclamation of the independent Latvian state, the writer Īvande Kaija called on Latvian women to donate their valuables in support of the Latvian state, which had virtually no resources for the Latvian military – armed forces which had been so very much weakened by the liberation battles of 1919.  People brought in beloved and personal items to the Latvian Women’s Gold Fund – gold watches, gold and silver wedding bands, silver cups and golden eyeglass frames.  The national fund of gold was established on the basis of these treasures.

When people are motivated to donate something, that strengthens the sacramental unity of the nation.  It is a victory for ideals.  People who donate material values take an irrational step which allows them to rise to a higher spiritual level.  Golden Works – these are the good deeds that we have done.  The selflessness of the people and the readiness of people to donate things and make sacrifices – this is in screaming contrast against the greed of the political elite over the last 20 years.  The mythological Golden Calf of the Old Testament remains an idol.  Gold and money are equivalents of power.  At the centre of the exhibition is a bar of gold – a pure bar of gold.  Thanks to the fact that the Aizkraukles Bank helped to finance this exhibition, we now have an opportunity to gaze at an enormous piece of gold.

Gold is the most noble of metals, it represents constancy, eternity and fullness.  Because of its colour, gold is identified with fire and the Sun.  It symbolises the light of knowledge and the spirit.  In Christianity, it symbolises the light of God.  Gold describes the highest emotion – love.  It s a metaphor for the soul and the noble heart.  It is the most mystical of the secrets of the Earth, a combination of the material and the spiritual.  When alchemists tried to find gold via the philosopher’s stone, they confirmed their yearning for spiritual growth.  The word comes from the Arabic, al-khimia, which means the art of transformation.  Alchemy is rooted in occult tradition, and it has to do both with philosophy and the practical application of knowledge.  The aim of creating gold is to achieve the highest level of wisdom and, thus, immortality.  Gold embodies the benefits of the world, it is a synonym for money, and it speaks to greed and worshipping of the material world.  Battles have been waged in all eras over gold.  The paradox is that the idea of a golden age refers to a period when people do not know about struggles among themselves.   The world is ruled by love, peace, harmony, stability and wealth.  When did Latvia experience a golden age?  We won’t find it in art.  Latvian artists have a world view which is tragic, existential, or irrationally mythical or poetic.

Gold is more than an equivalent of money and power, it also represents an irrational dream about fortune.  People have different ideas about fortune.  Some want to obtain material gold, while others want to improve themselves spiritually via the light of the spirit.  During period of historical change, people in Latvia have thought that the Latvian state and the Latvian people represent fortune.  Sometimes Latvians have felt that their ethnos is the greatest treasure in the world, as described by the playwright Rūdolfs Blaumanis:  “My gold is my people, my honour is the honour of my people.”
The first hall of the exhibition speaks to power, money, sacrifices and the dramatic relationships among the Latvian people.  The second hall presents the challenge of metaphysical purification and spiritual growth.  The breath of cosmic eternity radiates from images of love, the Sun, light and endless spaces – ones in which there is a full process of alchemic and spiritual transformation. The Sun is of golden meaning in alchemy.  The Sun is also represented by a bullet and an egg.  There is no nation in the world for which the Sun is not one of the most important symbols.  The light and warmth of the Sun embody the principles of life and love.  That is why we selected the central image for the exhibition – the bronze sculpture Egg, by Gļebs Panteļejevs.  This is a sign of life and fertility, of genesis, creative forces and hidden opportunities.

The presence of gold sheds light which helps one to discover the secrets of the world.  Alchemists sought those secrets in the material elements of earth, water, fire and air, hoping to obtain Prima materia – a purified substance of nature that would have the properties of all bodies.  This purified material would become more ambitious in terms of the most noble properties of humankind.  When alchemists sought gold by seeking out the ideal proportion of Prima materia purification and combinations, they came up with the idea of the elixir of life – something that would extend people’s lives.  Essentially, this idea was rooted in knowledge and wisdom – the philosopher’s stone.  The alchemic process of creation also occurs in the human soul, where creative forces of a cosmic scope are in full swing.
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Curator, the Golden Works exhibition
�   Eight minutes, 2006.  Produced by the Bank of Latvia.  The film can be viewed in the vestibule.


�   From the press materials of the Bank of Latvia.


Materials for this exhibition were translated by Kārlis Streips
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